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• Education and engagement
grounded in the anthology All We Can 
Save (out Sept. 22!)

• Direct financial support to cohorts of 
women climate leaders via the Eunice 
Newton Foote Award

• Broader community building for 
women in climate
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Organization + 1 thing giving 
you hope



Overview

• Welcome & Overview
• Poetic invocation
• The latest research: women’s 

engagement on climate
• Contributing speakers:

• Dr. Ayana Elizabeth Johnson
• Dr. Katharine Wilkinson
• Amy Westervelt
• Tara Houska

• Small group discussion (15 min)
• Q&A (25 min)
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Poetic 
invocation 

Melissa Koby via IG: @mkoby_



What do we know about 
women’s engagement 

on climate?



• 3.8 billion women on Earth
• Women & girls are more 

vulnerable––often for socially 
constructed reasons

• Women are also at the 
forefront of climate solutions

• Women’s belief in & concern 
about climate change 
outpaces men’s

U.N. Dept. of Economic & Social Affairs; UNFCCC’s Introduction to Gender & 
Climate; WECAN International; Huyer & Gumucio, 2020

In brief…

Helena Rose via IG: @earthbyhelena



Women are typically more 
likely than men to…

• Believe that climate change is 
happening 

• Worry about its effects
• Perceive more climate change risks 
• Express more knowledge about climate 

change 
• Perceive global warming as posing a 

threat within their lifetime 
As well as less likely than men to:
• Endorse denialist beliefs about climate 

change 
• Express skepticism about its existence 

on social media

Melissa Koby via IG: @mkoby;
Pearson et. al., 2017



“Women’s knowledge, networks & 
assets are significant aspects of 
resilience, but little attention is 

given to enabling their capacity as 
change agents.”

Huyer & Gumucio, 2020



The key challenge:
How do you get moms to care about the long 

term threat of climate change in the face of the 
acute, twin threats of a global pandemic and 

economic collapse? 

Thank you to Danielle Travers!

Potential Energy Coalition, 2020



Key Learning
In these crazy times, people are craving 

any sort of community— even a 
research community 

Potential Energy Coalition, 2020



Key Learning
Yes, Coronavirus is top of mind, but it 

hasn’t crowded out all of her other 
worries (including climate)  

Potential Energy Coalition, 2020



Key Learning
Climate change is the wrong place to 

start a conversation about climate 
change 

Potential Energy Coalition, 2020



Motherhood is like a high pressure game of choose-your- own-
adventure. And the stakes have never been higher. 

She’s determined to create a better future for her kids— but in today’s 
world she can no longer guarantee it
It all leads to a sense of irretrievable loss— it’s like her kid’s future is 
being stolen, on her watch

“I think of ice melting in the arctic. I get a picture of the starving polar bears and dying coral reefs. It’s 
depressing to think that some of the beautiful things in the earth are not be around when my daughter 
gets older. -Amie, Dem

“Climate change is much more than an increase in temperature, but it is also about the animals and 
animal kingdom being changed;  It's all such a domino effect and if we don't do something NOW to 
change things, we are all going to suffer! This is a critical issue that needs action taken 
immediately!” -Brooklin, Repub

Potential Energy Coalition, 2020



Species extinction

Children’s future

Save the wine

Amazon at risk

Losing the world we 
loved as kids

100% scientific consensusIrreversible 
damage

God’s gift at risk

Pollution harms pregnant moms

Hurting the economy
Hurting electrical grid

Weather disasters are 
expensive

Flood damage costs

Insurance costs skyrocketing

Framing through irretrievable loss solves our saliency issue: the future is 
suddenly NOW  

Seasons are 
changing

Diseases in 
permafrost

18 of 19 warmest years

Air pollution deaths

More extreme 
weather

Costing us billions

Hurting children’s 
development

Potential Energy Coalition, 2020



Tapping into this deep emotional tension drives conversion

2.2% conversion

0.4% conversion

FB test: Conversion rates to sign up

1.4% conversion

1.0% conversion

Potential Energy Coalition, 2020



“There’s two truths: There’s what’s factually true, and then 
there’s what’s emotionally true. And they’re not the same. But 
both really shape our choices and our reality. And I think that 
most of us who’ve done organizing or activism, we exist in the 
realm of what’s factually true. And we commission research. We 
look at data. We make really strong arguments. And so, while 
we have always talked about changing hearts and minds, 
mostly what we know how to do is change minds. And I think 
that now, in a really deeply profound way, we’re all 
understanding that perhaps the most important project is 
changing hearts, and that, in order to do so, you have to be 
unafraid of the irrational.” 

– Ai-Jen Poo
Co-Founder & Executive Director
National Domestic Workers Alliance 



Evidence-based advocacy in action



Contributing speakers

Dr. Ayana Elizabeth Johnson Dr. Katharine K. Wilkinson Amy WesterveltTara Houska



• Introduce yourselves – name, 
pronouns, location, organization or 
affiliation

• What was most surprising to you in 
what the speakers shared?

• Where do you see opportunities for 
more feminine/feminist climate 
leadership in your sphere?

Small group discussion (12 min)



Thank you!
Join us in taking action to support more feminine & feminist climate leadership!

AllWeCanSave.Earth
info@allwecansave.earth

Feedback: https://forms.gle/GvV1nQxPZXjbBUoGA
info@climateadvocacylab.org


